
Our mission is to help children 
and families work through the 

loss of a loved one together and  
go on to live fulfilling lives.

Our vision is that no child will 
grieve alone.

WILL YOU HELP US REACH MORE?
Please accept my donation for Valarie’s House in honor of  

_________________________________________________

q $1,000     q $500  q $250   q $100  q Other $__________

Name _____________________________________________  
 
Company __________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________ 

City ____________________ State _____ Zip _____________

Phone (           ) _____________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION
q My check is enclosed (Make payable to Valerie’s House Inc.)

Credit Card # ____________________________ Exp. _______

Security Code ______ Billing Zip Code ___________________

Signature __________________________________________

Mail to PO Box 1955, Fort Myers, Fl 33902

CONTACT INFORMATION

www.valerieshouseswfl.org
info@valerieshouseswfl.org

239-841-9186
PO Box 1955, Fort Myers, FL 33902

Fort Myers • Naples • Cape Coral
Like us at www.facebook.com/ValeriesHouseSWFL

Follow us on Instagram @ValeriesHouseSWFL

Valerie’s House is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization serving 
families in Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Hendry and Glades counties.

"I’m happy at  
Valerie’s House. It's a 

special place". 
Deja, 9   

Grandmother died

"Some of my closest 
friends are those who I’ve 
met at Valerie’s House". 

Emily, 17 
Dad died

"Valerie’s House teaches 
us that good things are 
going to happen to us in 

the future". 
Nick, 9  

Mom died

"I look forward to every 
group night at Valerie’s 

House. It’s the one place I 
can share my true feelings". 

Taylor, 17 
Mom died

"I felt alone until I came 
to Valerie’s House". 

Katie, 12  
Mom died

"It’s a cool atmosphere.   
I like that all of us as a family 

come to Valerie’s House". 
Chris, 15 

Mom died

Where Children Learn Loss
Doesn’t Have to Limit Their Dreams

Inspiration from someValerie's House Kids...
THE FACES OFHOPE & COURAGE



VALERIE’S HOUSE PROGRAMS

Valerie’s House support programs are 
designed to give children ages 4-19 years old 
and their families a safe place to share, grieve 
and grow. Valerie’s House relies on the use of 
art and music and other creative activities to 
help our youth identify, express and process 
their grief. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT VALERIE’S HOUSE?

Valerie’s House kids and their caregivers meet 
weeknights twice a month from 6:30 pm until 
8:30 pm. After some playtime and a potluck 
dinner, our children break up into groups 
depending on their age. Caregivers also meet 
simultaneously in their own support groups.

Our teddy bears welcome children and 
provide comfort when they are talking 

about their loss.

Teenagers meet and often spend time 
discussing their feelings and struggles, 
while sharing how they are coping with 

school and life after their loss.

THE STORY OF VALERIE’S HOUSE

Valerie’s House is named after Valerie 
Melvin, a nurse and mother of two, who was 
killed in a car accident in Fort Myers in 1987. 
Angela Melvin, Valerie’s oldest daughter, was 
inspired to bring this mission to grieving 
children and families in Southwest Florida. CAN WE HELP YOUR FAMILY?

If you've experienced a death in your 
family, or know someone who has, reach 
out to us to become part of our comunity.

Our caring staff is here to answer your 
questions and support you. 

Valerie’s House families can enter into the 
program, one day, one year, or even up 
to 10 years after their loss. Children can 
keep coming as long as they want and all 
services are offered at no cost to families. 

If your child could benefit from the 
Valerie’s House program, please contact 
239-841-9186 or email us at  
info@valerieshouseswfl.org. 

Children paint their masks with colors 
representing their different emotions. 

This type of project helps them 
communicate their grief. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

CONTRIBUTE – Consider making a gift by 
completing the donation form on the back of  
the brochure or by donating online at  
www.valerieshouseswfl.org.  

CARE – Volunteer your time and talents by 
becoming a Lead Facilitator, Group Buddy  
or House Helper. Find out more at  
www.valerieshouseswfl.org/volunteer/  
or by calling 239-841-9186. 

CONNECT – Join us on our journey. Your time, 
talents and treasures will benefit Valerie’s 
House in a meaningful way and help ensure 
its future success. Contact Founder Angela 
Melvin at 239-478-6734 to find out more.

Children post pictures of their lost loved ones so 
they can share memories with each other.

Valerie Melvin and her 
daughters. Circa 1981

VALERIE'S HOUSE IS HERE TO HELP


